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IIT Goa loses to Gujarat 
Basant Kumar Mohanty 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150121/jsp/nation/story_9484.jsp#.VL9iGOGlhWU 

New Delhi, Jan. 20: The Centre has dropped plans to seek American handholding for the proposed Indian 

Institute of technology in Goa that is expected to start classes from this summer, government sources told The 

Telegraph. 

They couldn't explain the reason but said IIT Gandhinagar was poised to receive US technical support instead. 

A joint declaration of intent might be issued during President Barack Obama's upcoming Delhi visit. 

Smriti Irani's human resource development ministry and the United States Agency for International 

Development are likely to issue the declaration. 

Top American institutions had helped India set up IIT Kanpur in 1960 while the Soviet Union, Germany and 

Britain did the honours for the institutes in Mumbai, Chennai and Delhi. IIT Kharagpur became operational 

with help from a team of resource persons from Germany. 

All the eight IITs the UPA government established between 2008 and 2010, including the one in Gandhinagar, 

came up with support from the older IITs, styled "mentor institutes". 

For example, IIT Bombay mentored IIT Gandhinagar, sending teachers and guiding the new institute every step 
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of the way. 

After the Narendra Modi government assumed power, it decided to set up five new IITs in Goa, Kerala, 

Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir. 

Irani's ministry had planned to seek American support for the Goa tech school while the rest were to be 

mentored by the older IITs. But plans to take the matter up during Modi's America trip in September did not 

succeed, officials said. 

Although the government has now decided to drop Goa in favour of Gandhinagar, similar support could be 

sought for the new IITs later, they added. 

Under the plan, a consortium of American universities, research labs and industries will help IIT Gandhinagar 

in the areas of research and development and entrepreneurship. A joint IIT task force will facilitate the dialogue. 

The ministry has received site proposals for four of the planned new IITs, which may come up in Tirupati 

(Andhra), Panaji (Goa), Palakkad (Kerala) and Raipur or Bhilai (Chhattisgarh). No proposal has yet come for 

the fifth, to come up in Jammu and Kashmir. 

All the new IITs are expected to start functioning from the next academic session. The existing 16 institutes 

offer 10,000 undergraduate seats. The new ones are likely to admit 120 BTech students each this year. 

Kochi students have got ‘IIT’ in them 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/Kochi-students-have-got-IIT-in-them/articleshow/45737805.cms 

KOCHI: Students from Kochi are beating their rivals from Thiruvananthapuram and Kozhikode in the race for 

IITs.  

 

While Kozhikode tops the list of students appearing for the IIT entrance exam, Kochi students have fared better 

when it comes to clearing the hurdle.  

 

From 4,127 students who registered from Kerala for the IIT entrance from Kerala in 2014, 1,558 of them 

belonged to Kozhikode, followed by Kochi (1,462) and Thiruvananthapuram (1,128).  

Interestingly, those qualifying from Kozhikode were lesser. As per the joint implementation committee report 

prepared by IIT Kharagpur after analysing JEE (advanced) 2014 data, 186 students from Kochi qualified for 

IITs, followed by Thiruvananthapuram (145) and Kozhikode (140).  

 

But from the total 1.27 lakh students who appeared for IIT entrance exams, only 4,127 students are from Kerala, 

with only about 1.75% students qualifying.  

 

At the all-India level, maximum number of students joined IIT from Hyderabad (2,337), followed by Jaipur 

(2,780) and Vijayawada (1,448). The lowest was Gangtok, where none of the 28 students who registered for the 

exam qualified.  

 

About Kochi students doing well, educationists said that awareness about IITs was better in Kochi when 

compared to other cities in Kerala.  
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"Some CBSE schools in Kochi, Thiruvananthapuram and Kozhikode encourage students to appear for IIT 

exams. However, students from state schools are not really interested in appearing for the exams as they have 

the false notion that only CBSE students can make it to IITs," said career consultant P R Venkitaraman. Due to 

this, most coaching centres for IIT entrance are centred in these three areas, with majority of them in Kochi.  

 

It is not just the lack of adequate coaching centres, there is also a mindset problem as Malayalis prefer medical 

courses or local engineering colleges. "Students are more interested in seeking admissions to MBBS rather than 

joining IITs. But we expect this mindset to change once we get our own IIT in Palakkad," said higher education 

department additional secretary M Sherif, who is also the liaison officer for IIT Palakkad.  

 

Though Kochi fares better than Thiruvananthapuram and Kozhikode when it comes of IIT admission, 

educationists believe that the state's education system has not really evolved to encourage students to prepare 

for all-India entrance exams. 


